Writing a successful literature essay at Year 11
1. Read the novel thoroughly and understand its themes, characters, plot and setting.

2. Read and understand the question you have chosen to write on. You need to identify key words in the question, and draw an outline/plan for your essay.

3. General planning – to be written at the top of your page. Jot down a rough outline of what you are going to discuss in each of your paragraphs. You will elaborate on each of these ideas when you write your paragraphs. Also, jot down any quotes or references to situations in the novel that will link with the ideas in each paragraph.

4. Opening paragraph – This should be about 4-5 lines in length. This informs the reader about what you are going to discuss in your essay. It should rephrase the question, pick out any key words and give the title of the novel (underlined) and the author.

5. The paragraphs in your essay – you must use the notes you wrote in your plan. This helps your ideas to flow logically and coherently. Each new idea is a new paragraph. You must leave a line in between each paragraph. Always refer back to the initial question to prove to the reader that you are answering the question.

6. Use of quotes – you must use quotes and have them learned off by heart. These strengthen your answer by proving that you understand the novel well. To slot a quote in the middle of a paragraph is absurd, it must fit into a sentence or paragraph correctly. Here are a few examples:

a. Therefore, when Ann said “I am……” this revealed the theme of this novel.

b. Therefore, one can conclude that by Mr Loomis saying “There is too much work.” he was not prepared for life on a farm.

c. In her diary Ann wrote “I am afraid. Someone is coming.” to explain to the reader her feelings at the beginning of the book.

7. Conclusion – This should be about 4-5 lines. It is the last vital part of your essay.  You must make a general statement that explains that all your ideas in your paragraphs prove that you have answered the question. 

8. You must always try to use correct spelling, punctuation and grammar.

9. The style of your essay must always be formal. Do not use abbreviations.
